
The Friends of the National Collections of Ireland
P.O. Box 11481, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4   Charity No: 5214. www.fnci.ie 

Visit to Ely House, 2, Ely Place, Dublin 2. 

The Order of the Knights of Saint Columbanus  

Wednesday May 22nd, 2024 at 11am 

Ely house was built in 1771 by Henry Loftus, Earl of Ely, whose family seat was at Rathfarnham Castle. The house was 
a centre of 18th Century social life in Dublin when the wealthy land owning families came to the capital city for a social 
season revolving around the pursuit of pleasure. The Loftus family had been in Ireland since 1560 and included among 
its members a Protestant Archbishop of Armagh founder of Trinity College and Lord Chief Justice. The house remained 
in private ownership until Lady Aberdeen secured the lease for use as the Women’s National Health Association 
headquarters circa 1908. In 1923 the present owners, the Knights of St. Columbanus, acquired the building. The builder 
was Michael Stapleton a noted Dublin stuccadore whose work is evident in the delicate interior plasterwork. The 
external brickwork came from Bridgewater as ballast in ships.  

€25 per person.     Please book no later than May 10th 

Please reply to: The Friends of the National Collections of Ireland, PO Box 11481, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 enclosing a 
cheque for €25 per person payable to FNCI or Debit / Credit Card details and a stamped addressed envelope if an 

acknowledgement is required by post  Not required if an email address is supplied Anne Kearney Farrelly 046 
9434019 / 0872394090 / email: anniefarrelly@gmail.com 

———————————————————————————————————————————
Booking form for the Visit to Ely House Wednesday May 22nd, 2024 

I/We enclose a cheque (payable to FNCI) for €_____. please enclose a stamped addressed envelope if you require 
a receipt. Not required if we can acknowledge by email. 

Credit/Debit Card Booking. Card Number________/________/_______Expiry Date ___/__ _  

Security No_____ ( 3 digits on the reverse of the card) 

Name(s)____________________________________________________________________________Block Capitals 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel:_______________________________________.   Mobile____________________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I understand  and agree that neither the Friends of the National Collections of Ireland, nor the owners and 
occupiers of the properties visited, shall have any liability whatsoever for any injury, damage or loss, however 
occasioned by me or any other person on whose behalf I am applying (which said person had authorised me to 
give such undertaking on his/her behalf ) 

Signed______________________________________________________________Date_______________________ 

http://www.fnci.ie


The Friends of the National Collections of Ireland


