Michael Farrell (1940 - 2000) - Black 47
Lithograph - 67 x 84.5 cms - €700 - de Veres
Donated to the Irish Museum of Modern Art

NEW ACQUISITIONS

Jonathan Wade (1941-1973) Bridge over the Liffey
oil on board - 61 x 81 cms - €1,500 - Whyte & Son
To be Presented

Laurence Campbell RHA (1911 - 1964) Head of a Girl
Bronze - 46 cms high - €2,400 - Whyte & Son
Donated to the Royal Hibernian Academy.

Elizabeth Rivers (1903-1964) Still Life with a Fish and Lemon
oil on canvas - 51 x 91.5 cms - €6,500 - James Gorry
Donated to the City of Galway

Bust of General Don Juan McKenna O’Reilly
Alerces wood - 53.35 x 40.64 cms
gift of Senór Don Luis McKenna Ferrada
through FNCI.
Donated to Monaghan County Museum.

Winter 2004

Two weeks ago the authorities and
curatorial staff of the ESB Georgian
Townhouse Museum invited the President
and Council for a special tour of their
finely restored house in Fitzwilliam
Street. This unique enterprise is of great

On 4 November we went to Aras an
Uachtaráin to commemorate the
eightieth anniversary of the founding of
our society by Sarah Purser in 1924, the
first such society in the State. We
presented to the President of Ireland a
watercolour depicting the Phoenix
Monument in Phoenix Park. This is the
work of Council member Mr. Jeremy
Williams. He generously donated it for
this important event. I made an address
to the President on all our behalfs
thanking her for her interest as Patron
and expressing appreciation for the
continuing link with the Presidency. A
bouquet was presented by our Hon.
Secretary Miss Carmel Kelly.

to the notable Monaghan County
Museum by Senór Luis MacKenna
Ferrada of a handsome sculpted bust of
his ancestor Chilean patriot of
Monaghan birth, Don Juan MacKenna
O’Reilly (1771-1814).
This gift was
presented through The Friends due to my
own family links with Chile and the
Ferrada family. It was a splendid event
attended by the Mayors of Monaghan,
both town and county, and the County
Manager was there also. The Bishop of
Clogher Dr. Duffy, as well as many
MacKenna clan members were also in
attendance at the ceremony and were
received with much appreciation by the
Chairman and County Manager and the
curator of the museum.
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Message from the President
Dear Friends,

S

ix months have elapsed since I
assumed office as your President. In
that time much activity has occurred and
I would like to tell you of the most
important happenings.

First our tours. On 12 June we embarked
for north County Dublin where several
fascinating places were visited, notably
Ardgillan Castle. Council member the
distinguished artist Tom Ryan P.P.R.H.A.
gave the participants a personal view of
his work with a visit to his studio.
We had an overnight visit to Waterford
on 9/10 July where we enjoyed a special
visit to Curraghmore, the splendid house
of the Marquess of Waterford. Lord
Waterford personally took us about the
superb interiors, amongst the finest in
Ireland. A dinner at Rockfield, Tramore,
hosted by Mr. & Mrs. McEwan in their
charming old house ended a memorable
day. Made doubly so by the presence of
two historians, Julian Walton and John
Medlycott who both enthusiastically
shared their knowledge and informed
insights with us. John took us to see his
ancestral house at Portlaw, designed by
the notable 19th century classical
architect John Skipton Mulvany. We are
most grateful to John and Julian for
greatly enhancing a most enjoyable and
much appreciated outing.
In August we went to Monaghan
accompanied by members of Council.
This was to participate in the presentation

importance for the study of historical and
cultural life in Dublin. The ESB is to be
congratulated on its enterprise in this
venture which brings to life the way
people lived in times past. A luncheon
hosted by the Georgian Townhouse
Museum took place on this occasion.
The whole event was greatly appreciated
by us.

Recently we went to Wicklow town to
present to Wicklow County Council an
Evie Hone study for a window in
Greystones Catholic Church. This gift
was presented at a reception.

We have also lately given a major work by
Elizabeth Rivers to the City of Galway.
Hopefully this will be a stimulus towards
the creation of a public art gallery for the
Capital of the West, a resource much
needed in Galway.

A lithograph by Michael Farrell has also
been presented to the Irish Museum of
Modern Art.

In order to ascertain the members’ wishes
with regard to tours and functions we are
enclosing a questionnaire and we would
be very grateful if you took the time to fill
it in and return it promptly.

We are looking forward to further
exciting functions and expeditions with
you all in the near future.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

John Maiben Gilmartin
President

Council Members visiting Aras an Uachtaráin, from left: Mr. John O’Brien, Mr. Arthur Duff, Ms. Mia Craig, Miss Marie Louise Martin, Miranda Lady
Broadbent, Miss Geraldine O’Connor, Mr. Matthew Russell, Dr. John Turpin, Miss Anne Hodge, Dr. Kieran O’Conor and Mr. Aidan O’Flanagan.
Front row: Mr. Brian O’Connor, Mr. John Ross, Dr. John Gilmartin, President McAleese, Miss Carmel Kelly and Mrs. Carmencita Hedderman.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE
ASSISTANCE OF OUR
CORPORATE MEMBERS
We acknowledge with gratitude the
enormous support which we receive
from our growing band of Corporate
Members, including the following
organisations.
Allied Irish Banks
ESB, No. 29 Fitzwilliam Street Lower
Athlone Town Council
Irish Investment Bank
The Bank of Ireland
Sligo County Library H.Q.
Brennan Insurances
Treasury Holdings
Cavan County Council
Whyte & Sons, Auctioneers

A WORD OF THANKS
Senór and Senora Luis MacKenna
Ferrada for their generous gift of the
bust of General Don Juan
MacKenna O’Reilly.
Dr. Anne Crookshank for her
inspiring and innovative lecture at
our Annual General Meeting.
Mr. Barry O’Kelly for providing the
Bank of Ireland Arts Centre and
food at our AGM.
Mr. David Britton and Ms Karen
Reihill for their help with the visit to
the Frederick Gallery on 11
September 2004.
Mr. Ian Whyte for help with
acquisitions.
Dr. Tom Ryan for his invitation to
his house and paintings on 12 June
2004.

5 August 2004 The presentation to
Monaghan County Museum, suitably
decked in Chilean national flags, of a
bas relief of Monaghan-born General
Don Juan MacKenna O’Reilly, the
work of artist Miguel Urriola, was
made on 5 August. The presentation
was received by Monaghan County
Mayor Mr. Owen Bannigan and
Curator Mr. Liam Bradley from Senór
Luis MacKenna Valentin Ferrada, a
descendant of the General. This
presentation, covered extensively in the
press, was seen locally as the first step in
Monaghan’s official recognition of this
remarkable man who secured his place
in history as a major player in the
formative years of Chile’s struggle for
independence.

home, Curraghmore, and its wonderful
art collections. This was followed by a
walk through the gardens to the shelldecorated grotto and the family
chapel/mausoleum. Next stop was for
afternoon tea in one of the various
Medlycott houses in the area, now a
nursing-home, run by the Order of St.
Joseph of Cluny. Grace Dieu, near
Waterford was the comfortable
overnight accommodation and an
excellent dinner at Rockfield, Tramore,
was greatly enhanced by an address on
local history by Julian Walton. On
Saturday morning a visit to the Mont
Congreve gardens was led by the
knowledgeable Curator Michael White.
Next stop was Kilfane to see the
Cottage Orné and the pottery of
Nicolas Mosse at Bennetsbridge where
afternoon tea was enjoyed before the
return to Dublin.

EVENTS IN RETROSPECT
Saturday 6 December 2003 Members
alternated between the Christmas
Group Show at Antoinette Murphy’s
Peppercanister Gallery and the eclectic
collection of many outstanding works
at the home of Senator Mary Henry
and
her
husband
Mr.
John
McEntagart, enjoying seasonable cheer
at both venues.
28 February 2004 To celebrate the 80th
year of FNCI’s existence, members
were most graciously entertained by
Mary and John Ronan at their
Burlington Road house, designed by
Council member Mr. Jeremy Williams.
There we viewed the wonderful
decoration and craftsmanship and a
collection of modern art, including
works by le Brocquy, Scully, Egan and
many other outstanding contemporary
Irish artists.
21 April 2004 The 80th Annual General
Meeting was held on 21 April at the
Bank of Ireland Arts Centre, Foster
Place. This was a very well attended
event at which the guest speaker was
Dr. Anne Crookshank, who delivered a
very enjoyable and informal lecture
entitled Sarah Purser and her Friends. A
reception was then generously hosted
by Bank of Ireland.
12 June 2004 Members visited north
County Dublin, including Newbridge
House,
Sheerin’s
Mills
(where
afternoon tea was enjoyed), Ardgillan
House and the home and studio of
Council member Dr. Tom Ryan. The
organisation of this trip was greatly
helped by Mr. Michael Lynch,
Superintendent of the Parks Division,
Fingal County Council.
9-10 July 2004 An overnight visit to
Waterford on 9-10 July included the
Quaker village of Portlaw, founded by
the Medlycott family. Indeed John
Medlycott and President John
Gilmartin were wonderful sources of
knowledge during the whole weekend.
The Marquess of Waterford guided the
party through his beautifully sited

16 September 2004 By kind permission
of David Britton and Karen Reihill, the
Friends spent a happy afternoon at the
Frederick Gallery, enjoying excellent
wine and canapés and viewing work by
Derek Clarke, R.P., R.S.W., A.R.S.A.
The artist, born in 1912, was there to
tell us about his drawings and paintings,
all of which had resulted from years
spent in Connemara in the early 20th
century, works which spanned the years
from 1937 to the present day.

Members enjoying the atmosphre at the Burlington Road residence of Mary and John Ronan.

27 November 2004 The Annual
Dinner of the Friends was
organised by Lady Miranda
Broadbent in the Kildare Street and
University Club Dublin. The dinner
was held in the elegant Friendly
Brothers Room.

FUTURE EVENTS
February 2005 We will be visiting
Galway probably in February 2005.
May 2005 A visit to Edinburgh next
May is intended. This is planned to
take place on the last weekend of
May (two nights accommodation
on Friday and Saturday). In order
to achieve the best rates, those
intending to travel should inform
Miranda Lady Broadbent by the
second Friday in January. Please
write to Lady Broadbent at
Brundell Hill, Enniskerry, Co.
Wicklow.
July 2005 We plan to visit the
superb 18th century Spa town of
Buxton, near Manchester for the
Opera Festival, and include
Chatsworth and Keddleston.

Miss Carmel Kelly (left) and Mrs Hilary Carey
at the A.G.M.

IMPORTANT
QUESTIONNAIRE TO FILL IN
Enclosed with this issue is a
questionnaire which is designed
to provide information on your
preferences in relation to tours
and functions. Please fill this in
fully and return to :
Hon Treasurer Mr. Aidan
O’Flanagan, 28 Grosvenor
Park, Rathmines, Dublin 6.

Dr. Anne Crookshank delivers a relaxed and highly
amusing lecture at the Annual General Meeting.

At the A.G.M. from left: Mr. John O’Brien, Mrs. Mary Ronan and Mr. Jeremy Williams.

COUNCIL PAYS VISIT TO
ARAS AN UACHTARÁIN

On 4 November the Council of the
Friends of the National Collections
paid a visit to Aras An Uachtaráin,
where they were received by President
Mary McAleese. Following a very
enjoyable reception and tour of the
house, President John Gilmartin
presented the President with a
rendering of the Phoenix Monument
by Mr. Jeremy Williams.

A WELCOME BEQUEST

Our new logo is shown in this
issue of FNCI News for the first
time . This logo is part of the
updating of the Friends visual
identity, which will continue
during 2005.

NEW LOGO FOR FNCI

Dr. John Gilmartin presents President McAleese with an image of the Phoenix Monument by Council
Member Mr. Jeremy Williams.

NEW FNCI WEBSITE
LAUNCHED

Our new website —
www.thefriendscollections.com
was recently launched.

COMMENTS WELCOME

Comments on FNCI News and
our new website to
Aidan O’Flanagan,
28 Grosvenor Park,
Rathmines, Dublin 6.
e-mail: aoflanagan@eircom.net

We have been advised that a longterm member Mrs. Moira
Gillespie has died recently and
has bequeathed the sum of
€12,697 to us. We are most
grateful for this bequest and wish
to express our condolences to the
family. May she rest in peace.

